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The superiority of weight probably pleased his Majesty, and gave him a relish for more, which these great annual presents, swelling up his Civil List, enabled him the better to gratify, by having wherewithal to corrupt the weighers on the part of the nobles and the people, till by degrees the whole weight was thrown into the Royal scale without any counterpoise. By such gradations this custom, originally established for the security of the constitution, may have dwindled into a mere pompous ceremony, and an expensive rareeshow annually exhibited to a cozened people in exchange for their liberties.
"Would I follow the example of the most eminent critics, I could support these my criticisms and conjectures by innumerable authorities, both ancient and modern, and prove beyond contradiction, from the natural history of fat, that it is impossible a sovereign can desire that great increase of his corporal bulk, or a good subject rejoice in it. But I shall content myself with a few.
Fat and stupidity are looked upon as such inseparable companions, that they are used as synonymous terms; and all the properties of corporal materiality, when applied to the mind, intimate slowness, heaviness, dulness, and such like qualities.
The pingws Minerva of the ancients shows us their opinion, that if even the goddess of arts and wisdom herself were to grow fat, she would grow stupid too, which, if sauce for a god or goddess, may surely, with all due regard, be sauce for a King or Queen.
Horace's pingue ingenium, or fat head, means by the same figure a puzzled, dull, impenetrable one.
The very air the Boeotians breathed was, from their